This paper focuses on foreign fighter mobilization in the North Caucasus within the context of the similar motivations stemming from the Russian-Chechen wars and the Syrian Civil War. This paper seeks answers to the questions of what the conditions that facilitate the flow of the North Caucasian foreign fighters into Syria are and what the role of Russian-Chechen wars and other historical and social factors in this process is. This study proposes and applies an analytical framework of historical legacy, existing networks, and radicalized identity on the North Caucasian case. The empirical analysis is based on the examination of the expressions made by three North Caucasian fighters in Syria: Abdulhakim Shishani, Muslim Shishani, Salakhuddin Shishani. This study concludes that there is a historical continuity in the codes of radicalization and insurgency in the region from the past to present and same motivations may prompt foreign fighter mobilization in future conflicts.
Introduction
Albeit an old phenomenon, the notion of foreign fighters has again become a highly debated term mostly due to the prolonged civil war in Syria. Foreign fighters seeking new 'jihad fields' after the Afghanistan War, joined the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Chechnya, respectively between 1992 -1995 and 1994 -1999 During the post-war period, some of these groups remained in these protracted conflict countries and established networks there. The same trend has been witnessed during the Syrian Civil War and since the war on the ISIS and the fall of Raqqa, there has been a new debate about the return of these foreign fighters. Indeed, foreign fighters phenomenon has almost become associated with the ISIS due to the fact that there has been a huge flow of fighters from all around the world into the Syrian soil to fight within the cadres of the ISIS and other violent non-state groups. Since the outbreak of the Syrian Civil War, international conflict and terrorism scholars have examined the various Üsküdar Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 2019; sayı: 9, 241-274 Explaining Foreign Fighter Mobilization from the North Caucasus to Syria aspects of the foreign fighters phenomenon ranging from the motivations of these fighters to the networks and from the strategies and tactics to the return of them. However, despite the increasing interest in various aspects of foreign fighters, there remain significant research gaps both related to the theory and empirical analysis. The most important empirical gap in the literature seems to be the limited focus on Europe, Balkans, and Africa leaving the North Caucasian foreign fighters a relatively untouched topic. If the already existing jihadist threat to the Russian Federation is taken into account, the significance of the study of the North Caucasian foreign fighters increases. It is also an acknowledged fact that the returnees from Syria and Iraq have become involved in the rebels and quagmires in Dagestan, Chechnya, Kabardino Balkaria since 2015.
Against this backdrop, this paper focuses on the North Caucasus region within the context of the similar motivations stemming from the Russian-Chechen wars and the Syrian Civil War to understand the foreign fighter mobilization in the region. This paper argues that the North Caucasus as a region is favorable to foreign fighter mobilization since i) there has already been a historical mobility in times of the Russian-Chechen wars, ii) foreign fighters from the region have the ability to go and come back because of their established networks there, iii) the identity of both the people in the region and the state constructions are vulnerable to radicalization. From this perspective, this study is based on these research questions: What are the conditions that facilitate the flow of the North Caucasian foreign fighters into Syria and what is the role of Russian-Chechen wars and other historical and social factors in this process? How do the North Caucasian foreign fighters and group leaders in Syria explain their motivations and aims in going to Syria? Why the North Caucasian region is more vulnerable to the return of foreign fighters from Syria?
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To explain these, this paper adopts a historical perspective to analyze the security concerns about the foreign fighters in the region. A descriptive method based on the expression of historical events will be used. The empirical part of this paper is based on the analysis of the statements made by and interviews made with North Caucasian leaders in Syria. Overall, this paper proposes a three-layered analytical framework to understand foreign fighter mobilization and applies it on the North Caucasian case. In this regard, this study attempts to contribute to the ongoing literature about foreign fighters by putting a social-historical analysis at the core of its narrative and by delving into the relatively untouched North Caucasian case.
This paper is structured as follows: The first section will give a bird's eye view of the literature on the foreign fighters phenomena and will provide the details of the proposed three-layered analytical framework to be used in this study. The second section will apply this analytical framework on the North Caucasus to understand the background of the foreign fighters mobility within the framework of Russian-Chechen Wars. The third section will look at the flow of North Caucasian foreign fighters with a specific focus on the Syrian Civil War through the lens of the threelayered analytical framework by drawing on the expressions of the North Caucasians on the field in Syria.
Understanding and Framing the Foreign Fighter Phenomenon in the Literature: A Three-Layered Framework For Analysis
The study of foreign fighters is not new however the academic interest in the topic has witnessed a boom with the 2000s, mostly due to the emergence of the idea of global jihad. Among these studies, it is possible to identify three main trends: i) studies dealing with the conceptualization and the legal aspect of foreign fighters, ii) studies looking at the recruitment Üsküdar Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 2019; sayı: 9, 241-274 Explaining Foreign Fighter Mobilization from the North Caucasus to Syria and effectiveness of foreign fighters, iii) studies looking at the return of foreign fighters to their countries.
Putting the term into a meaningful ground seems to be the most difficult task and that's why a bundle of works has attempted to delve into the history and the conceptualization of foreign fighters from an interdisciplinary lens. Among them David Malet's works are significant since his book 1 appears to be the most comprehensive work on foreign fighters historicizing the emergence of it by looking at the Texas Revolution, Spanish Civil War, Israeli War of Independence, and Afghanistan and by approaching to the concept from civil wars perspective. Malet's article 2 is also important in this sense since it provides a transnational approach for the conceptualization of foreign fighters. Again, Malet's article 3 attempts to differentiate the Islamic foreign fighters and other ones on the basis of persistence, i.e. he argues that as opposed to other peers, the distinguishing factors of the Islamic foreign fighters is that they continue to be mobile even after the conflicts. Mendelsohn's article 4 is an important contribution in this category with its attempt to overview the latest trends in defining foreign fighters and outlining the new generation of foreign fighters even before its popularization with the ISIS. Beyond these conceptual works,
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Geneva Academy's briefing 5 provides one of the most comprehensive legal approach to the study of foreign fighters delving into the concept from international law perspective.
The second trend includes researches on foreign fighters with regards to their recruitment, mobility, and effectiveness. In this category, first bundle of works analyzes the phenomenon from a wider perspective and looks at their roots and effectiveness. For instance, Hegghammer 6 looks at the rise of the Muslim foreign fighter phenomenon and presents novel empirical evidence about them. Bakke's article 7 looks at the concept from a more domestic perspective and demonstrates how they can affect domestic insurgencies. Duyvesteyn & Peeterson 8 presents a broader perspective by analyzing conflicts in the past 35 years and looks at the question of which conflicts are more attractive for foreign fighters. A more practical perspective is presented by Bie et al. 9 Beyza Gülin GÜNEY article 23 is particularly devoted to analyze the threat of North Caucasian foreign fighters to the Russian Federation when they return.
Based on an overview of the existing literature on foreign fighters, this study argues that an overarching approach on the root causes and return of foreign fighters should consider these three criteria: historical legacy, existing networks, and radicalized identity. Such an approach would not only examine push factors but also embrace pull factors as well.
Table 1. A Summary of the Three-Layered Analytical Framework for Foreign Fighter Mobilization

Source: Author's compilation
Historical legacy refers to the historical background of a given country or region that is related to its conflictual environment. It is to say that the more a country or a region has had wars and conflicts in recent years, the more this legacy facilitates new conflicts or groups and individuals that have conflictual behavior. Thus, with regards to foreign fighters phenomenon, it is possible to argue that there is a correlation between the conflictual history of a country or a region and foreign fighter mobilization. However, it is important to note here that the notion of historical legacy is not only 23 Existing networks is the second important factor that facilitates foreign fighter mobilization and that makes a country or a region more prone to the return of foreign fighters. This factor is more related to the logistical aspect of conflicts and involves practical issues that enable the training and transfer of foreign fighters in and out of a given country or a region. Existing networks are also related to the category of historical legacy since it refers to the logistical aspects of previous conflicts that still remain to be valid. However, a separate category focusing solely on these practical issues is important to understand the role of military experiences, the impact of veterans, and remaining fighter groups or cells. For instance, the existence of a militarily experienced population can be regarded as a triggering effect in the mobilization of foreign fighters and moreover the return of foreign fighters may also impact the local insurgencies with these fighters that have had severe conflicts in various fields. Likewise, the existence of a local culture that embraces the fighting groups may also enable the continuation of groups and cells that feed the mobilization of foreign fighters.
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Radicalized identity is another important category to examine the reasons and impact of foreign fighter mobilization and it focuses on the socio-economic conditions in which certain people become radicalized leading the way to fight alongside with terror groups. In this category, the role of effective propaganda particularly the effective use of social media is important to understand the way by which groups trigger the radicalization of young people. The promotion of heroism through these propaganda channels remains to be one of the most important tactics to radicalize supporters. In addition to this, the feeling of otherness and exemption from social life is also an important triggering factor for radicalization. This is mostly observed in places where there is ethnic diversity and the social life is organized alongside the hierarchical relations between these ethnicities. Thus, when an ethnic group is under pressure or feels itself as the other in society, it is much easier to find radicalized people in these groups. It is also important to note here that the second and consequent generations of immigrants may be more prone to radicalization since in most places they face with problems related to their identity and feel themselves in-between.
Russian-Chechen Wars and The Emergence of Foreign Fighters Phenomenon in the North Caucasus
This section is designed to explain the background of the flow of foreign fighters from North Caucasus to Syria and the reasons of the existing fragile structure of the region in face of the return of foreign fighters. The Russian-Chechen wars are important since this background is directly related to the reasons and consequences of the current flow of foreign fighters from North Caucasus. This part will apply the threelayered analytical framework consisting of historical legacy, existing networks, and radicalized identity to the pre-Syrian Civil War period in the 
Historical Legacy
It is evident that an intense conflictual behavior has long been existed in the region, particularly about the Chechen case. There has long been a spirit of resistance in the region, especially among the Chechens since the 19th century against the Russian rule. In fact, the Russian authority had forced the Chechens to leave behind their differences and come together despite the existence of a strong tribal characteristics among the society. 24 The conflictual behavior in the region has acquired a religious dimension and has been revealed through religious tools. For instance, the Chechens had scrambled to implement sharia as opposed to the Russian rules and the traditional customary law for years. 25 The war between 1994 and 1999 had build this conflictual behavior and the radicalization process in the region on a more solid ground. Furthermore, the creation of a Moscowsponsored Chechen state in the region have affected the social movements as well and most of these movements had come under the influence of salafi movement. 26 This conflictual behavior has brought along utopic and ideological aspirations in the region and this again has been shaped through religious channels. However, it is important to note that Islamic tradition has long been existed in the region and this was in the form of either regular Islamic Sovietization practices and particularly the pressure on the religious groups had left strong traumatic feelings over the region. Two significant events 1864 and 1944 deportations are of great importance to understand the background of the traumas and feeling of revenge among the North Caucasian society.
Existing Networks
In terms of logistical issues, it should be noted that the North Caucasus has always had strong ties with the Middle East and particularly Turkey. These ties were not only established as a result of the exiles and migration but rather through Islamist political parties/groups and various financial channels. Hattab appears to be an important figure in terms of logistics that rendered the region to a transnational hub for fighting. It is a wellknown fact that Hattab led Afghan-Arab fighters to come to Chechnya. 29 What is more is the fact that Al Qaeda leaders had also raised funds for the North Caucasus. Apart from the financial issues, the flow of fighters is also important in terms of the logistical background of the region. For instance, Pankisi valley had become a transit point for the volunteers coming to the region. 30 It should also be noted that in terms of military experience, the North Caucasus has a strong background. The role of Islamic foundations is important in this sense since the people they transferred from the region to the Islamic countries have not only had Islamic education but also undergone through military training as well. It is also evident that they 29 Tabasarans, Tsakhurs 34 with a population of approximately 9.775.000 people. 35 Against this backdrop, It should be noted that people of the North Caucasus have always had the feeling of otherness and sought for their religious and cultural identities under the Soviet rule. Most notably, it is possible to argue that the Chechens have constructed their identity on Islam and their conflicts with the Russians. This ethnic diversity has been exposed to Russification policies and combined with socio-economic problems, alternative ideologies such as salafism have attracted significant attention among the people in the region. This recent trend towards salafism has not only incrementalized the process of radicalization but also deepen the existing cleavages.
In an attempt to bring more people into the fold of the fighting groups, effective propaganda and media has been widely used in the region. In fact, there have been filmed many videos and movies to support jihad in Chechnya in 1990s. Furthermore, Hattab is the most important figure to utilize media for jihadi propaganda in the region. For instance, Hattab and Movladi Udugov's media facilities through Azzam Publications are very important and they reached large masses in the North Caucasus. 36 Here, it should also be noted that the role of immigration is important to understand the construction of a radicalized North Caucasian identity. Indeed, there emerged North Caucasian diasporas in Europe and in the 34 
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Middle East. The Chechen case is important in this sense since the number of Chechens living in different countries such as in Turkey, Jordan, Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Georgia, Armenia and European countries are remarkable. However, it is not possible to argue that the diaspora as a whole has a radicalized characteristic but rather their stances differ due to the political conditions of the countries they live in. For instance, particularly the diaspora living in Europe had the possibility of keeping their nationalist identity alive.
Syrian Civil War, North Caucasian Foreign Fighters and the Problem of their Return
With the outbreak of the Syrian Civil War, the North Caucasian territories have also witnessed a remarkable mobility in terms of flow of fighters to the Syrian soil through various channels. Soufan Group's latest report indicates that there are 8717 fighters in Syria coming from former Soviet territories. 37 According to Russian President Vladimir Putin's remarks, there are approximately 4000 individuals in Syria coming from Russian territories. 38 It should be noted that the North Caucasians constitute a large amount in this figure with various military commanders and groups on the ground in Syria. Particularly, Chechens and Dagestanis are in the front lines among those coming from the North Caucasus to Syria.
Five important names come to the fore that gathered and commanded the North Caucasian groups and battalions in the course of the Syrian Civil Apart from the North Caucasian presence in the Syrian soil, it is important to note that these established links enabled jihadist groups to engage in terrorist activities in the North Caucasus and Russian Federation, particularly in 2015 and 2016. For instance, in 30 December 2015, September 2015, and February 2016 ISIS claimed terrorist attacks in Dagestan killing and wounding people. 40 In December 2016, a group of terrorists from an ISIS cell in Grozny have attacked Chechen police and killed three policemen. 41 In February 2018, ISIS claimed the responsibility of a terrorist attack against an Orthodox church in Dagestan killing at least Beyza Gülin GÜNEY five people. 42 Again recently in August 2018, ISIS claimed responsibility of an attack against police officers in Chechnya. 43 When it comes to the North Caucasian returnees, it is very difficult to identify concrete information. For instance, Soufan Group's latest report indicates that there are 5600 returnees in total and 400 of them are from Russian Federation. 44 According to Anna Arutunya's report: "The Dagestan government places the exact number of Dagestani returnees from jihad in Syria or Iraq at 108 since 2014, with 86 under criminal investigation. Chechen officials said in December 2017 that 93 women and children had been returned to Russia, but it is unclear how many of these were ethnically Chechen or resident in Chechnya". 45 Another report also indicates that "from January to March 2018, Chechen authorities returned 150 Russian citizens from Syria and Iraq". 46 There have been ongoing de-radicalization and rehabilitation facilities in the region as well. For instance, rather than long-term imprisonment, Chechen authorities 
Historical Legacy
The statements of the leading North Caucasian fighters in Syria demonstrate well that the historical legacy explained in the previous section continues to play an important role in the mobilization of fighters between Caucasus and Syria. For instance, after cut loosed from Jaish al Muhajireeen wal Ansar, Salakhuddin Shishani recorded a video and declared himself as the leader of the Caucasus Emirate in Syria in 47 Anna Arutunyan, "ISIS Returnees Bring Both Hope and Fear to Chechnya," Commentary: Europe & Central Asia, accessed 2018, International Crisis Group, https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-asia/caucasus/chechnya-russia/ isis-returnees-bring-both-hope-and-fear-chechnya. 48 From Chechnya to Syria, accessed 2018, http://www.chechensinsyria.com
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August 2015 just to indicate that his jihad continues. 49 In the same year in September, Salakhuddin released another video again indicating that he continues to fight for jihad and his position remains. 50 Similarly, Abdulhakim Shishani portrays jihad as a continuity and dates back his journey to 2000 and refers to historical figures such as Imam Mansour and Imam Shamil in his statement. These clearly demonstrates the historical connection of the existence of a conflictual behavior among the Caucasian leaders in Syria.
Old traumas and revenge continues to be an important element in the mentalities of the Chechen leaders in Syria. For instance, Muslim Shishani in an interview given to Al Jazeera Turkish explains that the Chechens had similar sufferings with the Syrians and the Chechens are those who can best understand the problems of the Syrians. Muslim adds that they have an incomplete encounter with the Russians and the Russian interference in Syria gave the Caucasians an important opportunity to complete this. 51 Abdulhakim Shishani also refers to old traumas and revenge in a letter he published on the occasion of the anniversary of the 1944 deportation made by Stalin. In his letter he makes resemblance with those days and the "mujahideen" in Syria. In the same letter, he further shows support for the rallies organized by Caucasians in Europe to commemorate 1944 Üsküdar Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 2019; sayı: 9, 241-274 Explaining Foreign Fighter Mobilization from the North Caucasus to Syria deportation. 52 In another statement, Abdulhakim also refers to Russia and argues that because of the historical problems they first aim to get rid of Russian occupation. 53
Existing Networks
The expressions of the Chechen leaders and militants in Syria point to the fact that the existing networks are of great importance in the mobilization of the North Caucasian fighters. As back as 2015, an ISIS militant in Iraq, Akhmad Medinsky directly calls out to the North Caucasians and explains that they are looked up to as an example in Syria and Iraq. Thus, Medinsky emphasizes the existing links between those in the North Caucasus and those fighting in Iraq and Syria and encourages the fighters in both sides. 54 Again, another ISIS militant Musa Abu Yusuf Shishani in a video released on August 2015 explains that the Caucasus Emirate was also established for jihad. 55 With regards to the role of military experiences, Muslim Shishani's words are important. He argues that those who come from Chechnya had a positive impact on the ongoing civil Beyza Gülin GÜNEY war thanks to their existing military experience. 56 In another interview, Muslim argues that no other group can know better the tactics of Russians than the Chechen groups, but he complains that their experience has not been consulted sufficiently in the course of the conflict. According to his own experience against the Russians, he proposes that the military tactics should focus on mobility and surprise without giving any chance to the Russian strikes. Abdulhakim Shishani also points to the same fact and argues that the Russians use similar tactics as they used in Chechnya and argues that the Chechens in Syria know how to tackle with them. 57 With regards to the logistical issues Muslim Shishani feels shame for the absence of a proper system for the new recruits out of Syria. 58 In a similar vein, Abdul Hakim Shishani argues that although they came to Syria to help the Muslim brothers and sisters, they could also help those in the North Caucasus by aiding the families of the detainees there. 59 In another interview Abdulhakim focuses on the insurgent potential in the North Caucasus and argues that although the struggle has diminished in the region, the existing potential is still important. 60 Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 2019; sayı: 9, 241-274 Explaining Foreign Fighter Mobilization from the North Caucasus to Syria
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Radicalized Identity
The expressions of the North Caucasian leaders depict that the factor of radicalized identity is an ongoing process so that these figures still try to trigger radicalization not only in Syria but also in their home countries. For instance, in terms of recruitment, it is evident that Chechen leaders have appealed to effective propaganda/social media strategies. In an interview a Dagestani fighter explains that Saifullah Shishani, a Chechen fighter and commander of a group in Syria, was continuously releasing videos and he was seen almost as a movie star. 61 To explain the role of effective propaganda, Muslim Shishani also explains that ISIS propaganda has been very effective in the Caucasus and attracted many people by the appeal of concepts such as caliphate, Islamic state and so on and he adds that a more scholarly development is needed to turn back this trend. 62 The feeling of otherness also finds itself an important place in the expressions of the North Caucasian leaders in Syria, both in terms of their radicalization process and also about their role in the Syrian Civil War. For instance, Muslim Shishani refers to the historical process of Western dominance in world politics and argues that the Western system did not allow the Muslims to apply their own system, particularly in terms of education. 63 Beyza Gülin GÜNEY to do the same in Syria, refusing to be labelled as a terrorist. 64 Interestingly, it is possible to trace the ideological differences between Caucasian leaders in Syria and how they exclude each other in the field. In this regard, Abdul Hakim Shishani speaks of the cleavages between the Chechen leaders in Syria. He argues that he called for various commanders in Syria such as Tarkhan and Aslanbek to come together and show unity however since he did not receive positive responses, he set out on his own way. 65 Similarly, Muslim Shishani also emphasizes the exclusion of non-ISIS groups and argues in January 2016 that his group did not receive enough financial support so that many of his fighters drew apart and probably joined ISIS. 66 As of 2017, it is possible to deduce that the Chechen leaders in Syria closed up to each other due to the deepening cleavages on the ground in Syria. However, in a joint declaration in August 2017 made by Abdul Hakim, Muslim, and Salahuddin Shishani they stated that the Chechens came to the Syrian soil to help the mujahideen there and they will continue to do so; and they will not be a party to the internal cleavages among other fighting groups in Syria. 67 Beyza Gülin GÜNEY Table 2 gives an overview of the results of the three-layered analytical framework applied to the North Caucasian case with a special focus on the Russian-Chechen wars and the Syrian Civil War. The first and most important conclusion drawn from Table 2 is that there is an important similarity with regards to radicalization paths both in the context of the Russian-Chechen wars and the Syrian Civil War. Thus, an overall look at the results of Table 2 suggests that a similar radicalization pattern exists in the North Caucasus and this pattern does not only include socioeconomic factors but also ideological pull factors as well. As explained in the previous two sections, the North Caucasus is a vulnerable region to radicalization since it almost embraces all the push and pull factors that lead to foreign fighter mobilization. Moreover, added to the historical legacy of the Russian domination over the region and the Russian-Chechen wars, the Syrian Civil War and the presence of the North Caucasians and their confrontation with Russia there have also become another source of historical grievance that would further radicalize people for the possible conflicts in near future.
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Another important point to be noted is that with the flow of North Caucasian fighters to the Syrian soil, the existing network of fighter mobilization has grown and widened. Then during the Russian-Chechen wars, it was the relation between Al Qaeda and Hattab and during the Syrian Civil War a similar relation is formed between the Caucasus Emirate and the ISIS. Thus, such a relation between the local agenda of insurgency in the North Caucasus and the global jihad in general has been formed.
Conclusion
This paper attempted to explain the problem of foreign fighter mobilization in the North Caucasus from a socio-historical perspective with a specific focus on the Russia-Chechen wars and the Syrian Civil War. In doing so, this paper has tried to accomplish analytical and empirical aims. From an analytical point of view, by drawing on the existing Üsküdar Üniversitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi, 2019; sayı: 9, 241-274 Explaining Foreign Fighter Mobilization from the North Caucasus to Syria literature, this paper has proposed a three-layered framework of historical legacy, existing networks, and radicalized identity in order to understand the foreign fighter phenomenon from a wider historical perspective. Such an approach helps to examine push and pull factors together in decoding foreign fighter mobilization and would be applied in further studies. In terms of empirical contribution, this study has tried to deal with a relatively untouched topic: the North Caucasus. Indeed, despite the popularity of the topic, the literature on the North Caucasus from a foreign fighter's perspective is still scarce. In this regard, this study located the radicalization phenomenon in the North Caucasus and showed that it has a historical presence in the region affected by various factors, most notably by the previous wars and conflicts. It should be reminded that the roles, aims, and accomplishments of the North Caucasian groups in Syria were not in the scope of this research but rather it tried to show the principal motivations of mobilization of their leaders through their expressions.
From this perspective, it can be argued that the expressions of the North Caucasian leaders and fighters in Syria point to the fact that there is a continuity in the codes of radicalization and insurgency in the North Caucasus from the past to present. Thus, it is possible to argue that another possible war or a conflict around the world would potentially attract North Caucasian fighters due to the same motivations and factors. For this very reason, preventive attempts against radicalization in the North Caucasus should focus on these factors. Here, it should also be mentioned that the Syrian Civil War has added further cleavages between the North Caucasians and galvanized the hostilities among them. In other words, as opposed to Europe, the existing ethnic conflicts in the region render the North Caucasus more vulnerable to the return of foreign fighters. Last, this study demonstrates that in North Caucasus a general trend of articulating local insurgencies to the agenda of the global insurgency/jihad exists. Thus, it is not only the local agenda anymore that defines amity and
